
Fostering Understanding of 

Gifted Students Using Current 

Entertainment References

NICOLE SHANNON, M.ED.



 Studies comparing trained and untrailed teachers have 

consistently shown that training in gifted education provided 

educators with the knowledge necessary to meet the needs 

of gifted students in the classroom and resulted in a more 

favorable attitude toward their gifted students.

Bangel, N. J., Moon, S. M., Capobianco, B. M. (2010). Preservice Teachers’ Perceptions and Experiences in a Gifted Education Training Model. Gifted 

Child Quarterly, 54(3), 209-221



 “I never really spent much time thinking about what happens 

in the mind of a GT kid who is bored. I thought as the teacher, 

my responsibility was to keep everyone moving along at a 

common pace. I know the “slow kids” need more of my time, 

but I never realized the “fast kids” are just sitting there doing 

nothing. I don’t know why this has never dawned on me 

before?!” (Master’s degree level student, 2009)

Berman, K. M., Schultx, R. A., and Weber C. L., (2012). A Lack of Awareness and Emphasis in Preservice Teacher Training. Gifted Child Today, 35(1), 19-26.



 Many [educators] do not have even a cursory awareness of 

the nature and needs of GT learners – and hold perceptions 

and beliefs about the gifted that limit their willingness to 

recognize a need for something other than standard 

curriculum or peer tutoring to help the slower students.  

Berman, K. M., Schultx, R. A., and Weber C. L., (2012). A Lack of Awareness and Emphasis in Preservice Teacher Training. Gifted Child Today, 35(1), 19-26.



What well 

known 

characters can 

be referenced 

to help make 

connections?

Needs

Social issues

Intensities

Asynchrony

Emotions

























How a movie 

helped teach 

about needs of 

gifted learners

CLOUDY WITH A 

CHANCE OF GIFTED



Betts Six Types of 

Gifted



Cloudy with a 
Chance of Meatballs



Overview of Training

 Introduce Betts’ Six Types of Gifted 

 Group exploration and discussion 

 Show movie – Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs

 Response to Learning:

 Work in small groups

 Create presentation that shares connections of characters in movie to Betts’ 

types

















Outcomes

 Positive feedback from attendees 

 Teachers encouraged others to attend training when offered again

 Connections to current and past students verbalized

 Stronger connection to concept of Betts Types 



Other Ideas





“We keep moving 

forward, opening new 

doors, and doing new 

things, because we're 

curious and curiosity 

keeps leading us down 

new paths.”

~Walt Disney

Read more at: 
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/keywords/keep_moving_for
ward.html
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